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In 2019 we challenged ourselves to offer a Scout camp or overnight adventure each month. We began with ‘Glamping’ in January (a loose interpretation of the word), using the new wooden sleeping pods at Rough Close Campsite. We also took the train into Coventry, visited the Motor Museum and completed a Treasure Trail around the city centre. We returned to Cannock Chase for IceBreaker in February, enjoying activities such as the Via Ferrata, Laser Tag, Axe Throwing and rifle shooting. We also made and launched a HUGE trebuchet which was fun. In March we ‘slept over’ at St Matthias & St George Church and helped with some spring cleaning the next day. In April our camp focused on environmental issues, in May we invited parents to join us for a ‘Big Scout, Little Scout’ camp and in June our oldest Scouts camped under a ‘Passport’ agreement which meant they were largely unsupervised. An adventure almost as big as the fire they later confessed may have been rather larger than a Scout leader would normally allow!1st Astwood Bank Scouts Report 2019


In July we joined Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Explorers from across Hereford and Worcestershire for Shirejam, an excellent weekend of exciting activities and events. For many Scouts this was the biggest camp they’ve attended – we are looking forward to the next event in 2022. 

Our August/September camp was held on Nash’s Acre and after several years our Troop returned to Operation Bald Eagle in October, winning no prizes but enjoying the challenges. We held a popular chip shop camp in November and finished the year with a Christmas camp in December during which we went by train to see a pantomime in Birmingham. 

Our indoor meetings during 2019 focused on traditional Scouting skills such as first aid, teamwork, leadership, knots and international issues. We made the most of the good weather over the summer, visiting Umberslade Adventure for some tree climbing, the zip wire and challenge course and having a go at axe throwing, backwoods cooking and pioneering on Nash’s Acre.  

We enjoyed being part of the carnival parade again with Beavers and Cubs on a Rock n Roll themed float. As usual we had a good turn-out for parades on Remembrance Day and St George’s Day. We also joined other Scouts from Redditch for day of water activities near Droitwich in June and for The Trek in October - well done to everyone who participated, especially Scouts who brought home trophies! 

2020 is proving to be a rather different year although we did manage two camps before lockdown – Icebreaker in February (sadly cut short due to Storm Dennis) and a Car Wash Camp in March which marked the end of a two-year challenge to raise funds for Shelterbox. We presented the £590 we had raised at a virtual meeting with representatives from the Rotary Club and Shelterbox in May. 

As Scout leaders we have really appreciated the support of parents and families (including our own), especially over the past few months. If you would like to get more involved either directly or as a member of the committee then please do get in touch. You can follow our Scout adventures on Twitter @1stAstwoodBank (we usually post after each meeting). Scout parents/carers can also join our Closed Facebook Group (Astwood Bank Scouts). 


Sally, Hannah, Ben, Joe, Adam and young leaders Jake & Ben
Email: sally@abscoutgroup.org.uk 				
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