Astwood Bank Beaver Scouts – report for 2019

As ever, a busy year with many activities both in the hut and outdoors. Whilst we are very lucky with the facilities at our Scout HQ (and thanks to the Committee for all the work they do in maintaining the facilities) we also like to get out and about so went to Pitcheroak woods several times for wide games (trees are excellent for hiding behind) and nature activities, did our bit for the community with a litter pick at Astwood Bank Park, learnt about small animals during a trip to Pets at Home, did a lot of bouncing and got very tired at the NoLimitz trampoline park, and visited Redditch library where we looked at the current stock of books and also went down into the vaults to see some very old books and papers.

Activities in the hut included a drumming session, noisy but great fun, a problem solving evening, model making from recycling materials, being kind to animals by making bird feeders, a Burns night – which included one of the Beavers favourite activities – food! Sometimes, there is just a need to burn off energy so we played lots of energetic games.

Outside on Nash’s Acre  we have played games, been pond dipping, lit fires (oh yes, that did involve more food!), worked out different ways to put up simple shelters, learned useful knots so we could do some pioneering and other similar activities.

In July the Beavers went to Shirejam, the County camp at the Malvern show ground, for the day. The Beavers had their own programme of activities and enjoyed eating their meals with the Scouts and Cubs.

The Beavers enjoyed the District day out to All things Wild and took part in the District mini-trek round Morton Stanley park where they were able to meet lots of other Beavers and take part in the activity bases. We helped decorate the Scout  Carnival Float and really enjoyed the dressing up! We also took part in the Remembrance Day parade in Astwood Bank.

During the year the Beavers were awarded many badges and we were happy that many of the older Beavers moved up to Cubs having achieved their Chief Scout Bronze Award – the highest award they can get in Beavers. 

Of course, none of this is possible without volunteers giving up their time so a big thank you to all the Beaver leaders and helpers, the young leaders, the parents who have come in to help on specific occasions and the Scout and Guide executive committee who do such an excellent job of looking after the fabric of the hut and making sure we are safe.
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